What’s Up in Science?
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Before I get to Science, let me briefly touch on the subject of homework here at the Middle School.  All students should have about one hour of homework each night whether it’s finishing an assignment in math, reading a library book for their Reading Pyramid, or studying science vocabulary words. Late work or assignments scoring below 70% may be turned-in / redone for 70% (C-) credit if completed within one week of the due date.
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Science is a little different from other subjects because there are no textbooks to take home.  We do have science lab books we read periodically.  If a student is not able to finish an in-class lab book reading activity, they have three choices:  1. Come to my room at the end of the day and check out a lab book for the evening.  2. Read the assignment on my web page. 3. Check out a lab book from the library.
This year we will be studying Population and Ecosystems.  This topic will include feeding relationships, roles of organisms within an ecosystem, influences on population size, adaptations, genetic variation, and natural selection.  Students will analyze ecosystems in North America studying abiotic (nonliving) and biotic factors.  Students will also be observing changes with a mini-ecosystem of Milkweed Bugs.
We will also be studying Light and Energy.  This topic includes how light is produced, how light travels, shadow formation, pinhole cameras, the electromagnetic spectrum, color, reflection and refraction, lenses, optical devices, animal optics, and communication with light.  

Science Notebooks are the place where students develop, practice, and refine their science understanding while also improving their reading, writing, math, and communication skills.  All science work eventually ends up in these notebooks which are a significant part of your student’s grade in science.  Please have your student share the contents of his/her notebook with you on a regular basis.  
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Check my web page regularly.  Here you will find learning goals; my daily lesson plans; homework assignments; upcoming projects, quizzes, and tests; and lots of important documents and other important information.   My web page also has links to other websites that provide additional information to enhance the concepts we are learning in class.  If you do not have internet access at home, your student can use the computers in the library, in our wings’ shared areas, or at the public library.
Students can earn extra credit points during the term by 1) Completing an oral presentation given alone or with a partner(s), Presentations must be at least two minutes in length, have at least one visual aid, and must have at least two questions for the class to answer following the presentation.  Topics must be okayed by me ahead of time; 2) Share a science-related newspaper or magazine article; 3) Complete and share an evaluation of one of the Kids’ Science Websites listed on my webpage.
If you ever have questions and/or concerns, please contact me immediately by e-mail, telephone, or in person here at school.  Thank you!
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